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Q: Are college applications done online or with the counselor? 

A: All applications are submitted online through the appropriate application types.  The 

counselor can certainly assist with questions on the specific apps. 

 
Q: Do early action applicants have a better chance of receiving financial aid, or is it irrelevant? 

A: While applying for federal money should be done early on, college financial aid should not 

depend on the timing of the application.  Check the college's websites for specific deadlines. 

 

Q: How do I go about requesting a transcript for an early action deadline? 

A: All transcripts are sent once the transcript request form is received and processed in 

Guidance, regardless of admission type.  

 
Q: Where do teachers send the recommendations?  

A: Teachers submit letters through Naviance and they are sent directly to the colleges. 

 
Q: Can you elaborate on the process for athletes who are registered through NCAA already. 

What are the next steps? 

A: NCAA requires a transcript initially to determine if an athlete is eligible.  A final transcript is 

sent upon graduation.  Using the NCAA site to determine the athlete's requirements ahead of 

time is a great idea. After being registered, continue with communication and outreach to the 

college coaches. 

 

https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=0&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsaid.ed.gov%2F
https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=0&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fafsa.ed.gov%2F
https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=0&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncaa.org%2Fstudent-athletes%2Ffuture


 
Q: How can I find a college that majors in Culinary Arts? 

A: Collegeboard has a great tool called big future where you can do in depth college searches. 

You can narrow it down by major and it will show you schools that offer culinary arts.  You can 

also use Naviance as a search tool. 

 

Q: Due to COVID, how will guidance counselors review their applications before they send them 

in? 

A: Counselors are available to meet by phone, email, and Google Meet. 

 
Q: How many teacher recommendations do we need and are they good for all colleges that you 

apply to? If it is 2, are they good for all colleges? 

A: Many colleges require 1 ACADEMIC letter but more selective colleges might want 2.  The 

counselor will provide a letter to all students applying to 4 year colleges. 

 
Q: How many teacher letters of recommendation do we need? 

A: It depends on the school. They will tell you on the application. A rule of thumb is get two 

teachers. 

 
Q: What if you are applying to more than 10 schools as far as transcript requests? 

A: We can always add more to the form and add an additional one if needed. 

 

Q: How will we know that the letters of recommendation went through?  

A: Students can check in with their counselor as we can see on our end if letters have been 

submitted. You can also check in with the teachers. 

 
Q: Can you fill out only one fafsa for 2 students (twins)? 

A: They will both need to fill out their own individual FAFSAs. 

 
Q: How many letters do you need from outside sources other than teachers?  

A: You do not need letters from outside sources.  Teacher letters are recommended. 

 
 
 



Q: Should there be concern with the deferment of many students from the class of 2020? 

A: Colleges have been planning for student deferrals so that the incoming first year class is not 

impacted.  It is recommended to present this question to individual colleges to understand how 

they are handling it at their respective institutions. 

 
Q: If we apply early for a regular decision college, would the school submit recommendations 

and transcripts early? 

A: We use the application deadlines as the timeline for having all school documents.submitted. 

 

Q: Would applying early help you possibly get into a reach school? 

A: This is less likely the case nowadays however there are some colleges, specifically with 

Early Decision admission plans, that may give it consideration due to the binding commitment if 

accepted. 

 
Q: FAFSA how to complete? 
A: Go to the FAFSA website to create an account.  An FSA ID will be needed for student and 
parent.  You will use the 2019 tax year when completing the FAFSA.  This can be submitted 
starting October 1, 2020.  

 
Q: If you are playing a sport in college what do the athletes need to know about the college 
process. Is it a different process? 
A: The student-athlete needs to be registered with the NCAA clearinghouse for Division 1 and 
2.  A transcript release will also need to be completed so that an initial transcript can be sent by 
the high school. 

 
Q: Information regarding requirements for obtaining a nursing degree. 
A: Every college is going to be a little different so it’s best to check their website or contact 
admissions.  You might find that some are direct admit programs or you apply after you’ve 
completed the requisite work while in college. 

 
Q: When do we need to start applying 
A: That depends on when the student is ready to start the process.  If you are ready to start now 
with early applications then the college application packet and transcript request form are the 
next steps.  

 
 
 
 



Q: Could you ask any teacher to write you a letter of recommendation or must it be a teacher 
you have had from the grades in the past? 
A: Typically it’s asking two teachers that have had experience with the student and as recent as 
possible.  The key is to have people who know you well and can write about you within the 
context of those learning environments. 

 
Q: Should we be sending scores to test optional schools? 
A: That depends.  Start with your counselor to discuss if the test scores will add to your 
application.  The general rule of thumb is if you are at or above the average accepted range 
then may make sense to send your scores. 

 
Q: If the school is test optional, does that mean the schools within it are as well? For example, 
the university's school or nursing. 
A: Refer back to the college for specific requirements.  This may be more of the case with 
scholarships. 

 
Q: Is there any way we can study more for SAT? 
A: Taking more practice exams helps with the timing of the exam and to get a sense of the style 
of questioning.  Khan Academy is partnered with Collegeboard and has a bunch of free 
resources to use.  But good preparation also comes from students getting the most out of their 
coursework in school. 

 
Q: Where can we do community service hours? 
A: There are a variety of non-profit organizations and some are even looking for help online. 
You can start with local religious organizations, schools, animal shelters, food pantries, and 
libraries. 

 
Q: What is the college process when a sport is involved (Division lll)? 
A: The NCAA Clearinghouse is not needed for D3 however there is outreach that the 
student-athlete will want to do to connect with the coaches.  It will also be helpful for them to 
have conversation with their current club coach. 

 
Q: How do we send teachers recommendation requests through naviance? 
A: The counselors are preparing a video tutorial that will be sent out to show you how to request 
teacher letters of recommendation. 

 
Q: Is there a deadline for letters of recommendation from teachers for colleges? 
A: Students should follow the same timeline as what the counselors are looking for, 15 days, 
because teachers are getting requests from multiple students. 

 
Q: How do you go about applying for scholarships? 
A: There are several free resources that we have listed on this slideshow but also our guidance 
newsletters will provide you with more scholarship opportunities. 



 
Q: How is the virtual college meeting going to work? Is it going to be individual or every student 
at once? 
A: If it’s a virtual college meeting with an admissions counselor, it will be done through RepVisits 
in Naviance in a group setting.  If it’s a college meeting with your counselor then it’s individual. 
 
Q: What will the colleges look for in the essay? How do I communicate with my teachers who 
haven't responded about the recommendation letters? Do schools have plans to open up the 
campus more after decisions are made so students can visit personally? 
A: In the essay, colleges are looking to learn more about you and the way you “show” not “tell” 
them about you.  In case you haven’t heard back from your teachers, a follow-up will be helpful. 
Colleges are clear about what they are doing and using their website will tell you if you have the 
chance to get on campus.  Just about all of the colleges have created virtual platforms to learn 
about them as well. 

 
Q: Can you elaborate on the application process? Are transcripts provided? Will SATS be 
used? 
A: After receiving the transcript request form, we will send the student transcript to the colleges 
listed on it.  SAT/ACT scores might be used but that depends on the college.  ⅔ of 4 year 
colleges are now test optional. 

 
Q: If a student does not submit test scores to a test optional school, will it decrease their chance 
for merit scholarships? 
A: College may require submission of testing for scholarships.  Best to check with the individual 
college to understand what is required. 

 
Q: How and when will guidance provide more direct one on one help with our seniors? 
A: The counselors are ready to go. So the next step is for the student to work on the college 
application packet and start making appointments with the counselors. 

 
Q: How can a student best assess what is a realistic school for them based on their HS 
performance (inconsistent grade, no SATs)? 
A: This is the perfect opportunity to meet with their counselor to develop a list of colleges that 
are appropriate for the student. 

 
Q: How do we apply to scholarships, is it specific to each college or is it in general? 
A: There are scholarships offered by the colleges as well as community or work-based 
scholarships.  Colleges will either automatically consider you upon application or may 
encourage you to apply separately.  Local organizations, unions and businesses also offer 
community scholarships. 

 
Q: Will training be provided so we can navigate Naviance and Common Application? 
A: This is part of the video tutorial that the counselors are creating and will be sent out. 



 
Q: When should your letters of recommendation be due? 
A: Counselors and teachers use the application deadline as the benchmark for submitting 
school documents.  This is why meeting with your counselor is important so that you can stay on 
top of deadlines. 

 
Q: If a request for a letter of recommendation is put into Naviance, do the teachers get an 
automatic notification of that request? 
A: Yes 

 
Q: How should we learn more about colleges now that everything is virtual? How can this 
information be used to answer the supplemental question: Why do you want to go to ... college? 
A: Using the college website, RepVisits on Naviance, virtual campus events, asking admissions 
to connect you with current students are just some of the ways to learn more about college. 
Answering the “why do you want to go here” should still be a genuine reason about what is 
connecting you to have college experience there versus somewhere else. 

 
Q: How do I maximize financial aid and how best to find scholarships? 
A: Definitely apply for financial aid using FAFSA, TAP and CSS Profile if required as well as 
applying for scholarships.  Start with the free resources that we have posted. 

 
Q: Can I do my application by myself or I have to do it with a school advisor? 
A: You can definitely do it on your own but we are here to help if and when you need it. 

 
Q: Will some colleges not require SAT because of complications due to COVID-19? 
A: Correct, ⅔ of 4 year colleges are test optional while 2 year colleges do not require them at 
all. 

 
Q: Can you talk about the different types of financial aid? 
A: Generally speaking you have federal aid, state aid, institutional aid and private sources.  This 
is broken down into grants (free money), loans (money that must be repaid) and scholarships 
(merit and talent based). 
 


